
E.  KINGSTON EDITION

Voting day is on Tuesday, March 10  this year. th

March 10  includes ballot voting on topics such as:
Town officials, overall town budget, warrant articles
pertaining to the town, overall EKES budget, warrant
articles pertaining to the school, and finally overall
Exeter Regional Cooperative School District budget
and any pertaining warrant articles. 

th

The town has released a voting guide, which can be
found at www.eknh.org or in hard copy at the Town
Offices or the Library. 

Tuesday, March 10 , 2026th

8am - 7pm
East Kingston Elementary School

5 Andrews Lane, East Kingston NH 

Save the Date: Voting Day
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MEET THE CANDIDATES
NIGHT 2026

IMPORTANT TOWN
DATES AND CONTACT
INFORMATION

NON-NATIVE (INVASIVE)
PLANTS – EAST
KINGSTON’S TOP FIVE

JUNK JOURNALS AT
EKPL

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

by Zoe Sucu, Library Director

Birds in Snow. Photos submitted by Marie Nadeau
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Town Clerk & Tax Collector
(603) 642-8406 x2

Monday: 8am - 5pm
Tuesday, Thursday: 8am - 4pm

Wednesday: 4pm - 7pm 
Friday: 8am - 12pm 

Town Administration
(603) 642-8406 x1

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:
8am - 5pm

Wednesday: 3pm - 7pm
Friday: 8am - 12pm

East Kingston Police 
Emergency: 911

Non-Emergency: (603) 642-5427

East Kingston Fire 
ekfd.org

Emergency: 911
Non-Emergency: (603) 642-3141

East Kingston Public Library
eastkingstonlibrary.org

(603) 642-8333
ekpublib@comcast.net
Monday & Wednesday:

9am - 5pm
Tuesday & Thursday:

11am - 7pm
Friday & Saturday:

9am - 1pm

E. Kingston Elementary School
(603) 642-3521

EKES on the web: eks.sau16.org
SAU16 on the web: sau16.org

Newsletter Deadlines
Submissions for the following

month must be submitted by the
17th of each month. Send

submissions to 
newsletter@eastkingstonnh.gov

East Kingston
Edition

Town of East Kingston
www.eknh.org

**Please Note: Date, time and location are subject
to change. Please visit eknh.org or sau16.org for up

to date information.**

Meet the Candidates Night
by Sherry Castle, Assistant Library Director 

It’s time to meet your candidates running for
positions in the local election. We’re working
with folks to find the date and time available to
all.

Keep your eyes on our website and social media
for the announcement.

Be prepared to vote on Election Day: 
Tuesday, March 10 



Stitchers of all levels and ages are invited to join the Embroiderers’ Guild of America (EGA) National Stitch-
in-Public Day at the East Kingston Public Library on Saturday, Feb. 7th from 10am to 12:30pm.

Discover calm, creativity and connection with hand embroidery.

Beginners will have the opportunity to:
Ask local embroiderers Vicki J. Brown and Connie Small about stitching
Learn at least one basic stitch
Take home a complete embroidery kit (while supplies last)

All participants will:
View embroidery projects, both UFOs (unfinished objects) and finished work
See demos of stitches and techniques
Connect with other needlework enthusiasts
Learn about EGA’s Southern Maine chapter - https://someega.org/

Whether you are multi-craftual, saw Cora do needlework on Downtown 
Abbey, or want a mindful creative outlet, come see why hand embroidery 
is a great way to cope with stress, isolation, and anxiety.

Stitch-in-Public Day is an annual event, celebrated by the Embroiderers' 
Guild of America (EGA) on the first Saturday of February (also National 
Embroidery Month), where needlework enthusiasts gather in public 
spaces to share their craft, and introduce others to fiber arts like knitting, 
crocheting, embroidery, and quilting.

See https://someega.org/ for local chapter activities and resources.
Sign up for a free monthly embroidery email at https://egausa.org/newsletter-signup/

F E B R U A R Y   1 ,  2 0 2 6 V O L .  6 0

Embroidery for all Levels and Ages at Stitching Day Feb. 7th
by Vicki J. Brown

East Kingston 2026-27 Kindergarten Registration is Now Open!
by Karen Hoffmaster, EKES Admin Assistant

East Kingston Elementary School is currently registering kindergarten students for the 2026-27 school year. Students
must be five years old on or before September 30, 2026 (DOB 10/1/20 through 9/30/21) and be a resident of East
Kingston.   

Please use this new student 2026-27 registration link to register your child. The new student 2026-27 registration link
can also be found on our website.

Important Dates:
Kindergarten parent orientation will take place on Wednesday, April 15th at 5:00pm. Please note that this orientation
is for parents only.
A Kindergarten Camp will be held on June 1st & 2nd, time is TBD.

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Hoffmaster khoffmaster@sau16.org or call the school at (603) 642-3511.

https://someega.org/
https://someega.org/
https://egausa.org/newsletter-signup/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZ3hGgIgPGX_KL-AV37bcNOMZq1uvuj2x8mQCxUeDAF5p77Q/viewform?usp=dialog
mailto:khoffmaster@sau16.org
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Supervisors of the Checklist Meeting Notice
by Sherry Castle, Supervisor of the Checklist

You can check your voter registration status at the Town Offices 
where a hardcopy of the voter checklist is publicly posted or
online here: https://app.sos.nh.gov/voterinformation

February Vacation at EKPL
by Zoe Sucu, Library Director

Need to get out of the house during February break? We’ve got you covered! 
We have at least one activity a day during the week of winter break, so check out our February calendar or stop by the
library to learn more. You can access the full calendar on our website at www.eastkingstonlibrary.org/programs

https://app.sos.nh.gov/voterinformation


The state of New Hampshire prohibits 27 upland plants. Why? Because non-native, invasive plants suppress
our native species, reducing natural diversity, wildlife habitat, water quality, and crop production.

These five plants are the most common and widespread invasive plants in East Kingston:
Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata): Shrub that invades open areas, produces berries.
Burning Bush (Euonymus alatus): Bright red foliage in fall, common shrub.
Japanese Knotweed (Reynoutria japonica): Fast-growing, jointed stems, aggressive rhizomes, can grow
through concrete and pavement.
Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora): Thorny, aggressive colonizer of fields and edges.
Bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus): Woody vine that strangles and kills trees.

Other plants of concern include barberry, common buckthorn, glossy buckthorn, and garlic mustard.

How Do I Identify These Invasive Plants?
Go to East Kingston Conservation Commission’s Invasive Plants webpage at
https://www.eknh.org/conservation-commission/pages/invasive-plants 
View or download the 2023 New Hampshire Guide to Upland Invasive Species at
https://mm.nh.gov/files/uploads/agriculture/documents/upland-invasive-species.pdf. Or ask your
Conservation Commission for a copy.

How Do I Manage Invasive Plants?

Unfortunately, one size does NOT fit all. Mechanical controls -- hand pulling, digging, mowing, cutting, or
using physical barriers (such as tarps or wood chips) – work for some plants, but not others. In some cases,
biological or chemical controls are better options.

Also, proper disposal of invasive species is critical. Do not compost! Even when they seem dead, some can
regrow from seeds, roots, or stems, Since disposal requirements vary by species, reference the New
Hampshire Guide to Upland Invasive Species for best practices.

Japanese Knotweed can grow through concrete and pavement, causing 
issues with walls, foundations, septic systems and utilities. 
Image source: NH Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food, 
Plant Industry Division.
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Non-Native (Invasive) Plants – East Kingston’s Top Five
by Vicki J. Brown, East Kingston Conservation Commission

This brochure is the single best resource for 
identifying and learning how to manage invasive 
species. Ask a conservation commission member for a copy, or view/download at
https://mm.nh.gov/files/uploads/agriculture/documents/upland-invasive-
species.pdf

https://www.eknh.org/conservation-commission/pages/invasive-plants
https://mm.nh.gov/files/uploads/agriculture/documents/upland-invasive-species.pdf
https://mm.nh.gov/files/uploads/agriculture/documents/upland-invasive-species.pdf
https://mm.nh.gov/files/uploads/agriculture/documents/upland-invasive-species.pdf


The Friends would like to give a warm welcome to our newest board member- Bill O’ Brien- who has
gallantly stepped into the role of Treasurer. We’re thrilled to have him join our group and are grateful that
he is up to the challenge of taking on the responsibilities of this vital position for us. 

UBS Highlights. Visit the UBS (Used Book Store) at the Pound School and check out their great selection
of books. Open Fridays 10a-5p and Saturdays 10a-1p, they’re always getting in new donations so you never
know what you’ll find! Highlights for February include romance novels to celebrate Valentine’s day, a great
selection of Large Print editions, and a large donation of jigsaw puzzles including ‘White Mountain’ brand.

Winter Social. Due to unforeseen circumstances we are putting this event on hold. We are hoping to host
a community gathering of some sort in the next few months so stay tuned for more details. 

Friends Quarterly Meeting. Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 21st at 5p at the library.
Please come join us and learn about how you can get involved. For anyone wanting to attend but can’t
make it in person there will be a Zoom link available.

Book, Bake, and Plant Sale. Mark your calendars for our big yearly fundraiser! May 30th from 10am - 2pm
with a rain date of June 6th. More information to come!

The Friends Membership Drive is our most important fundraising period. The support we receive during
this drive allows us to budget and plan for the year ahead and support the library's ability to offer the
kinds of programming and opportunities that enrich the lives of our East Kingston community. If you have
already sent in your 2025 Membership donation -THANK YOU! If not, please consider renewing, or
joining us. Membership forms are available in the library or via email friendsofekpl@gmail.com
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Friends of EKPL (FoEKPL) News
by Nikki Cutler, FoEKPL Member

At its meeting on January 15, 2026, the East Kingston Planning Board approved the following goals
for 2026: 

1.Master Plan
2.Growth Management Ordinance
3.Capital Improvements Plan
4.Ground Water Protection / Water Resource Protection

These goals are provided as guidance only in directing the work of the Board. The Board recognizes
that caseload volume may affect the board's ability to complete each of these goals within the
calendar year. Goals not completed will be considered for placement on the following year’s goals
list. 

For more details on each goal, visit https://www.eknh.org/planning-board/news/planning-board-
approves-goals-2026

East Kingston Planning Board Approves Goals for 2026

mailto:friendsofekpl@gmail.com
https://www.eknh.org/planning-board/news/planning-board-approves-goals-2026
https://www.eknh.org/planning-board/news/planning-board-approves-goals-2026


The East Kingston Conservation Commission is working to preserve and restore the Powwow Bank,
a public space enjoyed by generations of East Kingston families. This bank has been used for fishing,
swimming, and water sports. Over many years, the bank has eroded extensively, making access
increasingly difficult.

The Conservation Commission has worked with engineers to address the erosion and prevent future
damage, helping ensure that this town beach area remains an enjoyable and accessible parcel for all.
A brick memorial fundraiser is contributing funds to the project, and the Commission will be
applying for matching conservation grants through the State of New Hampshire Moose Plate
program and other sources. Many of these grants require demonstrated community support and
commitment, which we are seeking.

Warrant Article 14 on March 10 proposes a $25,000 appropriation to a Capital Reserve Fund for the
Powwow Bank restoration. Approval of this article will help secure matching funds and support
improvements to this public waterfront parcel.

Visit https://www.eknh.org/conservation-commission/pages/powwow-bank-restoration or email
EKconservation@gmail.com for more information. 
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Powwow Pond Bank Restoration Project
by the East Kingston Conservation Commission

Photo of an adult Turkey Vulture
near our Autumn Lane pond. We

had over 40 that day, Dec 05,
2025. Some kind of road or train

kill was obviously nearby!

Photo submitted by Kirk Elwell.

https://www.eknh.org/conservation-commission/pages/powwow-bank-restoration
mailto:EKconservation@gmail.com


It has been a busy, wonderful year for Pollinators Pathways NH.

A huge THANK YOU to all the volunteers who have made 2025 such a great year! We
couldn’t accomplish all that we do without you.

We had 47 events in 2025, including the 7th Annual Seed Swap/Giveaway in November. At the Seed Swap this
year:
     We had 48 types of seed, not counting what people brought in 
to share from their gardens. 
     89 people came and chose seeds, took home resource sheets and 
got questions answered. Think about it… if 89 people each took 
10 packets of seed home…How many new gardens with more 
bio-diversity will welcome pollinators in the coming years?

We are now a registered NH non profit and are working on our 
501(c)(3) status. We are very proud of our new website at 
https://pollinatorpathwaysnh.org/

Our meetings are on the third Wednesday of each month 
(except December). Come join us at the Kingston Community 
Library at 5 pm and see how you can help pollinators on 
your property or in your community.
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Thank you from Pollinator Pathways NH
by Marghi Bean, co-founder

Pollinator Pathways NH Co-Founder Marghi Bean shares
resources at the annual Seed Exchange in November 2025.

We’re excited to announce a mini workshop series
on Junk Journaling! This four part series, using Little
Golden Books and lots of imagination to create the
most fun and exciting personal journals, will be just
the thing to get us through the last of winters
dredges and into spring. 

This class is free and will be 
taught by an East Kingston 
resident who simply wants to 
share her love of crafts. 

Registration is required and 
space is very limited. 

Junk Journals at EKPL
by Zoe Sucu, Library Director

https://pollinatorpathwaysnh.org/


February 2nd @ 5:15pm - East Kingston Cemetery Trustees Meeting

In Person. Meetings will be held at the Town Offices. More information

can be found at www.eknh.org/east-kingston-cemeteries.
February 9th @ 5:00pm - East Kingston Conservation Commission Meeting

In-Person. Meetings will be held at the Town Offices. More information

can be found at www.eknh.org/conservation-commission.

February 9th @ 5:30pm - EKES School Board Meeting

In Person. Meeting will be held at the East Kingston Elementary School

in the Library. More information can be found at www.eks.sau16.org. 

February 9th @ 6:30pm - Selectmen's Meeting

In-Person. Meetings will be held at the Pound School. The agenda and

more can be found at eknh.org/board-selectmen.

February 19th @ 7:00pm - Planning Board Meeting

In Person. Meeting will be held at the Pound School. More information

can be found at www.eknh.org/planning-board.

February 20th @ 1:30pm - Supervisor of the Checklist Meeting

In Person. Meeting will be held in the basement of the Town Offices.

The agenda and more can be found at www.eknh.org/supervisors-

checklist.

February 23rd @ 5:00pm - EKPL Board of Trustees Meeting

In-Person. Meetings will be held at the East Kingston Public Library.

The agenda and more can be found at www.eastkingstonlibrary.org.

February 23rd @ 6:30pm - Selectmen's Meeting

In-Person. Meetings will be held at the Pound School. The agenda and

more can be found at eknh.org/board-selectmen.
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Important Dates

https://www.eknh.org/east-kingston-cemeteries
https://www.eknh.org/east-kingston-cemeteries
https://www.eknh.org/board-selectmen
https://www.eknh.org/supervisors-checklist
https://www.eknh.org/supervisors-checklist
https://www.eknh.org/board-selectmen

